
“Th is experience sums up 
what it means to live in 
Iowa.” Th e 2021 season 
kicked off  Friday, June 4 and 
continues weekly through 
October 1. Reservations can 
be made online at www.
wallace.org /pizza-on-
the-prairie/ or by calling 
641.337.5109. 

“We’re thrilled to get this 
recognition and so pleased 
with how many people made 
Pizza on the Prairie part 
of their summer last year,” 

commented Deb Houghtaling, President & CEO of Th e 
Wallace Centers of Iowa. “Our team is looking forward to 
hosting even more people this year.”

Th e annual Iowa Tourism Awards, divided into metro 
and rural distinctions, were made in 13 categories. 
Hickory Hills Holiday Lights in Waterloo won the 2021 
Outstanding Event (Metro) award.

Tourism in Iowa generates nearly $9.3 billion in 
expenditures and $540 million in state taxes, while 
employing nearly 71,000 people statewide. Th e 
Iowa Tourism Offi  ce is part of the Iowa Economic 
Development Authority. For more information, visit 
traveliowa.com. a

Volume 15, Issue 2–Ann Taylor, editor
Big As A Barn News is published quarterly by 
The Wallace Centers of Iowa, 756 16th Street,
Des Moines, IA 50314
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Wallace Centers of Iowa, 756 16th Street, 
Des Moines, IA 50314. 
We welcome your comments, suggestions, and relevant 
news. Contact Ann Taylor at the above address or 
515.243.7063. Submissions may be edited.
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Th e Iowa Tourism 
Offi  ce and the Travel 
Federation of Iowa 
presented WCI’s Pizza 
on the Prairie as the 
Outstanding Event (Rural) 
at the 2021 Iowa Tourism 
Conference April 28. In 
all, 25 awards recognizing 
excellence in the tourism 
industry were presented 
in Des Moines during the 
conference.

“Th ese awards are a great 
opportunity to recognize 
our industry partners for their perseverance in the face of 
a pandemic,” said State Tourism Manager Amy Zeigler. 
“We celebrate their innovations in safely delivering 
memorable experiences to Iowa travelers.”

Pizza on the Prairie combines local foods, nature, art 
and music into an event that appeals to Iowa residents 
and travelers alike. Hosted at the historic Henry A. 
Wallace Country Life Center near Orient, Pizza on the 
Prairie off ers hand-crafted brick oven pizza with fresh 
vegetables grown on site, live music, yard games, and a 
9-acre prairie with fi ve permanent art sculptures and a 
temporary outdoor art exhibit of themed paintings by 
community artists. Last summer one visitor remarked, 

pizza: outstanding rural event

Last year’s Pizza on the Prairie at the Henry A. Wallace Country Life 
Center was named Outstanding Event (Rural) by the Iowa Tourism 
Offi ce and the Travel Iowa Federation in April. 

pizza: outstanding rural eventpizza: outstanding rural event
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summer internwelcome, Caroline!

Caroline Schoonover started June 1 as the new 
Site/Program Manager at the Wallace House. Now 
that the site is fully reopened, she’s giving tours and 
coordinating events and programming. She’s also 
developing some fun new history programming for 
both sites – look for those this Fall! Growing up in 
rural Warren county with 8 acres of restored tallgrass 
prairie gave Caroline a deep appreciation for Iowa’s 
natural environments. 

Caroline studied history and politics at Drake, and 
agricultural and rural history at Iowa State as a graduate 
student. While at Drake she was honored to work 
as a collections intern at the British Museum and an 
interpretive intern for The National Museum of Civil 
War Medicine at Antietam National Battlefield. After 
college she worked for 8 years in public history as a 
historical interpreter of agricultural history and rural 
Midwestern life. Caroline particularly enjoys teaching 
history to children, as well as connecting with adults 
about memories of growing up on the farm. 

When she’s not at work, Caroline loves to cook, bake, 
quilt, watch British detective shows, and help her 
grandparents with their large garden. Caroline is a life-
long Iowa State basketball fan, an avid follower of the 
NBA, and devoted and unashamed lover of reality TV. 
She also spends her time volunteering to support and 
empower community members in need. Her favorite 
times are spent with her husband Joe, their rescue 
pitbull Lenny, and cat Jem. a

Caroline Schoonover is the Wallace House Site/Program Manager. 

Grinnell College junior Pierce Fairbanks is our Farm 
Intern this summer. During the academic year he 
studies Russian and political science but right now he’s 
learning all about planting, harvesting and maintaining 
a produce production garden. Learning more about 
sustainable agriculture is key to his dream of having 
his own self-sufficient acreage someday. In addition to 
a variety of hand-on experiences, the internship offers 
educational programming and on-site visits to 3 other 
sustainable agriculture operations in the area. He will be 
at WCI thru mid-August.

“Pierce is a great asset at the farm this year,” noted Lisa 
Swanson, Country Life Center Site Manager. “He’s got 
great ideas and is willing to jump in and do whatever 
needs to get done.” 

Pierce’s internship is made possible by these generous 
supporters:
Jeff & Elizabeth Wallace  Bonnie Green
Brian & Kathy Peterson           Ralph & Joyce Neill 
Craig & LaVon Griffieon  Karen & Jim Tussey
Don & Linda Friedrichsen Roy & Phyllis Bardole
Marlyn & Ann Jorgensen  Trudy Holman Hurd
Mary Kapler & Shawn Blythe Susan Rogers

“We couldn’t provide this educational experience 
with the support of these donors,” commented Deb 
Houghtaling, WCI President & CEO. “These donors 
recognize the value of supporting new and beginning 
farmers with hands-on learning opportunities.” a

Intern Pierce Fairbanks is making a big impact this summer. 
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 prairie creatures 

Artists of all ages and skill levels are displaying their work 
in this year’s Prairie Art Exhibit at the Country Life 
Center. Following this year’s theme of “Prairie Creatures 
Great and Small”, 90+ paintings of bison, prairie dogs, 
snakes, foxes and all kinds of birds and insects are 
mounted in the 9-acre prairie. Artists from communities 
such as Greenfi eld, Creston, Orient, Casey, Winterset, 
Des Moines and Urbandale have all contributed to the 
project, now in its third year. Th e number of boards and 
artists nearly doubled in that time. 

One of last year’s artists, former Orient resident Patricia 
Reeves, received a blank board for Mother’s Day in 
2020. Despite being “way out of my comfort zone”, she 
accepted the challenge and created a striking red, cream 
and black butterfl y for the exhibit. She and her family 
visited the Country Life Center later and loved seeing 
all the art. “I was so excited to be part of this exhibit 
and very pleased that it has been a reason that people 
are visiting the farm.” Pat requested another board in 
2021, starting with butterfl ies again and adding an owl, 
dragonfl y, snake and bird.

An estimated 2,000 people viewed the display in 
2020. A new trail counter will more accurately track 
the number of visitors enjoying the 2021 show. Th e 
exhibit is open dawn to dusk each day thru October 1. 
Buildings and restrooms are open 9 am to 3 pm M-F.

Th anks to support from the Knock Family Charitable 
Fund, viewing the exhibit is free of charge. a

Farm to Table Th ursday dinners at the Wallace House 
are back for a 21-week season. Th e Th ursday night 
dinners were put on hold during 2020 because of the 
pandemic. 

New this year is the addition of outdoor seating on 
the spacious front porch of the Wallace House during 
the summer and as long as the weather holds. Online 
reservations are also new. Diners can book tables 
through www.wallace.org/farm-to-table/ at no charge. 
A few of the larger tables are held in reserve for phone 
reservations as more details are involved. Call Caroline 
at 515.243.7063 for reservations.

WCI is also 
testing a new 
marketing eff ort 
for Farm to Table 

Th ursdays. A group of local community advocates 
called the Hummingbirds experienced a kick-off  
dinner, enjoying a sample menu and talking with 
staff  about WCI’s produce production and how WCI 
partners with other local farmers to secure ingredients. 
Th e Hummingbirds posted about their experience to 
their social media accounts, encouraging their followers 
to attend a future dinner. To continue the buzz, 2 
Hummingbirds and 2 guests will attend a dinner for 
the fi rst 10 weeks of the dining season, building word-
of-mouth recommendations. Th is marketing project 
is paid for in part by a grant from the Iowa Tourism 
Offi  ce. a

 farm to table 

A group of “hummingbirds” samples a Farm to Table Thursday 
dinner menu at the Wallace House before the dinners re-opened 
to the public July 8.

Amateur artist Pat Reeves of West Des Moines shows off her artwork 
for the 2021 Prairie Art Exhibit. She also painted a board in 2020.
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improved Wallace House re-opens 

Meyocks crew plants garden for good
In 1962, Henry A. Wallace gave a speech to USDA employees 
saying, “I recommend to all of you that you become gardeners. Then you 
will never die, because you have to live to see what happens next year.”

Since early 2020, there’s been a renewed interest in gardening: 
shortages of seeds and starts, more community gardens, plenty of 
social media posts and a growing understanding of how gardening 
can help reduce food insecurity. Recently the Meyocks Group 
committed resources to supporting WCI’s Garden for Good—one 
acre of ground set aside for sweet potato production. Not only did 
Meyocks pledge $4,000 each year for three years, but a group of 
staff spent most of a day in May planting sweet potato slips. 

“Lisa and the rest of the crew at the Country Life Center helped 
make our job of planting 500 sweet potato slips easy and fun,” commented Katie Schetzsle of Meyocks. “The Meyocks 
team was grateful to spend the morning together getting our hands dirty to help benefit the Garden for Good and 
mean more in our community. Shout out to Chef Hans for the delicious brown bag lunch after our shift was over!”

But it wasn’t all work and no play. The Meyocks crew had a little bit of fun while they were there and used a drone to 
film the action and landscape for an “above-the-scenes” video that they posted to the company’s social media. You can 
also find it on WCI’s Facebook page and You Tube channel. Later this fall, the sweet potatoes will be harvested and 
donated to the Food Bank of Iowa. Thanks to our good friends at Meyocks for making this happen! a

Old houses need constant attention and the Wallace House 
is no exception. After the house was closed to the public for 
most of 2020, volunteers and staff have been preparing the 
Wallace House for guests with several site improvement and 
beautification projects. The Wallace House re-opened for 
public programming July 1.

The wide wrap-around front porch, where Farm to Table 
Thursday dinner guests can dine outside for the first time this 
year, received a fresh coat of ceiling paint, thanks to volunteer 
Mike Gaul. Painting the ceiling was the final step to 
completing a State of Iowa Historic Resource Development 
Project that included repairs to the porch roof.

Visitors approaching the front steps will also notice the 
vibrantly repainted floor of the front porch, completed by 

part-time staff Katie Paulsen. Katie also painted a large portion of the back deck. Handyman Dean Gaul (no relation to 
Mike) replaced several boards, posts and railings after many years of weathering, especially from heavy rain and snow. 

To slow future water damage, the excellent contractors at Wood Roofing installed a new gutter to the commercial 
kitchen addition and cleaned out a plugged downspout. High school senior Declan Phillips is earning volunteer Silver 
Cord hours for graduation by scraping and repainting the intricate lattice garden fence and gates. Chef Katie is always 
looking for ways to grow more fresh produce and flowers at the Wallace House that can be used at Farm to Table 
Thursday dinners and Hearts & Homes teas. A new bed by the back deck includes rhubarb, zinnias, and nasturiums. a

Staff from the Meyocks Group in West Des Moines planted 
500 sweet potato slips in the Garden for Good.

Contractor Dean Gaul of Indianola makes some repairs to the 
Wallace House deck. Several deck boards, posts and rails were 
replaced with treated lumber.  



To mark the importance of Henry A. Wallace’s legacy in 
agriculture, WCI is partnering with Corteva Agriscience (formerly 
Pioneer Hi-Bred) in the installation of a corn demonstration 
plot at the Henry A. Wallace Country Life Center. This new site 
enhancement celebrates Henry A. Wallace’s critical role in corn 
hybridization and the founding of Hi-Bred Corn Company (later 
Pioneer Hi-Bred) in 1926 and provides an additional educational 
and experiential opportunity for all ages. Visitors can walk 
through the rows of corn, observe the plants during all stages of 
the growing season and better understand the differences between 
the hybrid and non-hybrid varieties. 

Working together, Corteva and WCI staff selected 5 varieties 
of hybrid and non-hybrid corn for the initial birthplace farm 

plot. The 2021 plot varieties include an open-pollinated sample called Reid’s Yellow Dent, a double cross hybrid first sold 
in 1936, and a variety that holds the world record of 
616 bushels/acre. Accompanying the plot will be a large 
4’ x 8’ sign explaining the science behind hybrid corn, 
how hybridization revoluntionized agriculture, and the 
history of Pioneer Hi-Bred’s founding. Smaller 2’ x 2’ 
signs will accompany each seed variety planted in the 
plot, explaining its relevance and why it was selected for 
the demonstration. The signage is currently in the design 
phase and will be installed later this summer.

Corteva has agreed to a three-year committment of in-
kind and financial support for this new enhancement 
including planning and planting expertise, seed selection 
and procurement, and educational sign development. a
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new! demonstration corn plot added

Henry A. Wallace Field Day
Wednesday, August 25 | 1 - 5 pm

Henry A. Wallace Country Life Center

Come-and-Go Event: 
Tours of the demonstration corn plot 

Pioneer-branded artifacts from WCI’s collection

ice tea |  lemonade | popcorn
refreshments provided by Farmers Electric Co-op, Greenfield 

American Dreamer picnic theater
Tom Milligan performs this one-act play Sunday, August 29 at the Henry 
A. Wallace Country Life Center, the birthplace farm of “the most influential 
Iowan of the 20th century”. Check in time is 4:45 pm; showtime 5:30 pm. A 
gourmet picnic lunch featuring fruits and vegetables grown on site is included 
with the $25/person ticket. Menu details TBA. Additional alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic beverages will be available for purchase. A few picnic tables 
are available or bring lawn chairs and pick your spot on the lawn. Raindate 
is Sunday, September 19. For tickets or questions, please contact Caroline at 
515.243.7063. Chef Hans can help in advance with any dietary restrictions. 
Contact him at 641.337.5019. 

And check out these free enhancements before or after the performance!
• The new demonstration corn plot includes 5 varieties important in the development of hybrid corn, one of Henry A. 
Wallace’s legacies. Supported by Pioneer & Corteva.
• The Prairie Art Exhibit includes 90+ paintings of “Prairie Creatures Great & Small” mounted along the one-mile grassy path.
• A new 20-minute audio tour of the birthplace farm includes 6 stops around the Farmhouse and Gathering Barn.
• The Farmhouse renovation is nearly complete and the Gift Shop open inside. Supported by State of Iowa HRDP & 
private donations. a

A new demonstration corn plot at the Country Life Center 
includes five kinds of historically-important varieties.



Diamond Vogel and Keep Iowa 
Beautiful announced that WCI 
received one of 132 Paint Iowa 
Beautiful grant awards in 2021. 
Th e annual program provides free 
paint to a wide variety of public 
service projects throughout Iowa. 
WCI will get 6 free gallons of paint 
to use on the interior and exterior 
of the Farmhouse at the Country 
Life Center. “Th is award is another 
way that organizations across the 
state are supporting the restoration of the Farmhouse,” 
commented Deb Houghtaling, WCI President & 
CEO. Th e award was presented in April. 

In the 18-year partnership with Keep Iowa Beautiful, 
Diamond Vogel has awarded over 11,860 gallons of 
paint for 1,132 community projects in Iowa.

You can have a big impact on WCI’s work in the 
community. Whether it’s history programming, the 
Garden for Good, historic building renovations or the 
Prairie Art Exhibit, donors make those eff orts happen. 
A fi nancial gift from you can set a course for success. 

You can choose to give automatically on an annual or 
monthly basis by using our easy and secure Donate 
page: https://wallace.org/support/donate/. One-time 
gifts are also accepted through this page. If you don’t 
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“April is Keep Iowa Beautiful 
month and we are pleased to 
do our part by awarding paint 
to 132 community projects in 
Iowa this year,” said Doug Vogel, 
Vice-President, Marketing. “Th e 
partnership with Keep Iowa 
Beautiful allows Diamond Vogel 
to assist and work with many 
local volunteers that help build 
communities, making Iowa one of 
the best states in the nation to live.” 

Diamond Vogel is an Iowa based, family owned 
company started in 1926 by Andrew Vogel. It serves 13 
states with seven manufacturing facilities and 53 service 
center outlets providing architectural fi nishes, industrial 
and original equipment fi nishes and home decorating 
products. a

you can make things happen 

WCI paints Iowa beautiful 

have access to the internet, staff  can set this up for you 
upon request. Contact Ann at 515.243.7063 and she’ll 
be glad to help.

If you’d rather send a check for your support this year, 
simply fi ll out the form below and pop it in the mail. 
All members receive invitations to programs and events, 
regular newsletters and giving acknowledgement. You 
can always choose to remain anonymous. Th ank you for 
your continued interest and support of WCI! a

TYPE OF GIFT: (circle one)
• Annual Gift Levels: 
Grower ($50)  Believer ($100) 
Th inker ($250)  Innovator ($500)  
Dreamer ($1,000+)

• Endowment Funds: Contact me with more 
information about a planned gift. (no obligation)

The Wallace Centers of Iowa | 756 16th St., Des Moines, IA 50314

TYPE OF GIFT: 
• Annual Gift Levels:
Grower ($50)  Believer ($100) 
Th inker ($250)  Innovator ($500)  
Dreamer ($1,000+)

• Endowment Funds: 
information about a planned gift. 

The Wallace Centers of Iowa | 756 16th St., Des Moines, IA 50314

Name: _________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________

City, State: ______________________________________

Zip: ____________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________
Please help us reduce mailing costs by providing your email address. WCI does 
not rent, sell or share its mailing list.

Count me in! Here’s my 2021 contribution

Credit/debit card donations are also accepted via our web site: 
www.wallace.org/support/donate 

A Paint Iowa Beautiful grant is providing 6 gallons 
of free paint for the Farmhouse exterior.



After four years of operations, the Mickle Center 
Shared-Use Commercial Kitchen is now operating 
independently from The Wallace Centers of Iowa. In 
its role as operations manager, WCI employed Kitchen 
Manager Mary Kapler and provided website and social 
media support.  

“The Mickle Center Kitchen started in January 2017 
with a fully updated and operational kitchen, a folding 
table and a used laptop,” recalled Kapler. “Today, the 

kitchen is in use 7 days per week, morning through night with 22 state licensed 
businesses. None of that growth could have happened without the support of WCI. 
Period.”

Over the years, the MC Kitchen facilitated the launching of 46 small businesses in 
the DSM Metro—a very diverse group of food entreprenuers distributing food thru 
farmers markets, food trucks, direct to consumer, caterers, retail, food co-ops, events 
and more. Staffing for these businesses range from 2 to 20 employees.
 
“The goal of the Mickle Center Kitchen is, and will continue to be, providing an 
affordable space for food entrepreneurs to start their business, test a concept or 
become a food processor,” Kapler explained. “The ultimate goal is growth. Dinner 
Dispatch became the first business to grow into their own production space. After a 
year and a half at the Mickle Center Kitchen, we could no longer handle all of their 
storage needs—they got too big! This is a great thing.”

“We’re celebrating this change as a win-win-win for everyone involved: the kitchen, 
the food entrepreneurs, the local food scene, WCI, and the building’s owner, the 
Neighborhood Investment Corporation,” commented Deb Houghtaling, President 
& CEO of WCI. “The partnership between WCI and NIC was an “incubation” 
itself. Similar to the success of the businesses that outgrew the MC Kitchen, NIC 
has outgrown its need for a partner to accomplish the work.” a
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shared kitchen independent

Wallace House: 756 16th Street, Des Moines, IA 50314 • Ph. 515.243.7063
Country Life Center: 2773 290th Street, Orient, IA 50858 • Ph. 641.337.5019 

new audio tour at both sites
WCI’s first audio tour is debuting this summer at both the Wallace House and the 
Henry A. Wallace Country Life Center. Knowing that visitors drop by even when 
staff are not present, this educational tool provides information about Wallace 
Family members, points of interest and WCI’s mission and programming. 

The farm tour includes six stops around the main yard: the parking lot entrance, the 
Farmhouse, the boulder, a bench near the Gathering Barn, the Gathering Barn deck, 
and the Production Gardens. The house tour includes four points of interest outside 
the building. To access either tour, call 515-318-5344 and press 1 for the Country 
Life Center or 2 for the Wallace House. a



2021 Calendar of events
Fridays thru October 1   Pizza on the Prairie  Country Life Center, 5 - 8:30 pm

now thru October 1  Prairie Art Exhibit   Country Life Center, dawn to dusk daily, free
 
Thursdays thru Dec. 9   Farm to Table Thursdays  Wallace House, 5 - 8:30 pm (no Thanksgiving)

July 23    Hearts & Homes Historic Tea Wallace House, 11:30 am  - 1 pm, $25

Aug. 20    Hearts & Homes Historic Tea Wallace House, 11:30 am  - 1 pm, $25
Aug. 25    Henry A. Wallace Field Day Country Life Center, 1 to 5 pm, free
Aug. 29    Picnic Theater   Country Life Center, 4:45 pm, $25

Sept. 17   Hearts & Homes Historic Tea Wallace House, 11:30 am  - 1 pm, $25

Oct. 22    Hearts & Homes Historic Tea Wallace House, 11:30 am  - 1 pm, $25
Oct. 23    Quilt Show kick off  Country Life Center, details TBD

Country Life Center | 2773 290th St., Orient | 641-337-5019 • Wallace House | 756 16th St., Des Moines | 515-243-7063

The Wallace Centers of Iowa
756 Sixteenth Street
Des Moines, IA 50314
515.243.7063
www.wallace.org

RETURN SERVICE REqUESTED

HELP US GO GREEN! 
Send us your email address 


