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new on board

New Farm Programs Manager Jeff Fairchild likes
nothing better than farming. “I’ve always had a
passion for farming, gardening, and educating
others.” Jeff will pour that passion into the 4 acres of
production garden and orchard at the Country Life
Center. Besides growing produce for WCI’s two
kitchens, one of Jeff’s projects wil be to install the
new geothermal greenhouse and begin produce
production inside. He’ll also have an opportunity to
develop educational programs, field days and
demonstrations for the public and targeted
audiences. If you’re interested in helping Jeff on site
as a volunteer, please email him.

internship opportunity

Sarah Bunch (top) of
Johnston, IA and Michelle
Wilson of Prescott, IA
joined WCI's board at its
February meeting, each
for a 3-year term. Sarah
has expertise in organic
and commodity
production agriculture,
marketing, succession
planning, talent
development and agritourism. Michelle serves
as executive director of
the Southwest Iowa
Workforce Development
Board and is owner of
Radiant Wellness
Solutions. Welcome and
thank you for serving!

shared kitchen

Welcome to Domestic
Bones, the newest
addition to the Mickle
Center Shared-Use
Commercial Kitchen!
Kimberly's expertise is
scratch hand-pies that are
pre-ordered and sold
direct-to-consumer. She
offers both sweet and
savory flavors Managed

WCI is looking for a Farm Programs Intern to work at
the Country Life Center this summer for 10 - 14
weeks. The intern will help Jeff manage WCI’s
vegetable/fruit production with lots of opportunities
for hands-on experiences, educational programming,
special projects, and visits to at least 3 other
sustainable ag operations. Pay is $400-$450/week
and includes a one-year membership to Practical
Farmers of Iowa and basic housing at no cost. Here's
the complete position description.
Farm Credit Services of America is supporting this
internship with a $2,000 grant. More support is
needed to cover full-time wages, staff instruction and
professional opportunities. If you’d like to help,
please contact Ann.

all new spring cooking classes

After a long cold winter, Chef Katie is eager to offer
some fresh and flavorful spring cooking classes. Don't
miss her Kids in the Kitchen class! $25/screen.
March 25: Beet + Pear = Dessert
You won’t believe how beautiful and delicious dessert
can be.
April 1: Moroccan Favorites
“Travel” with Chef Katie without leaving your house.

by WCI, the Mickle Center
Shared Use Kitchen offers
affordable commercial
kitchen space. .For more
info about the kitchen,
contact Mary or call her
at 515.282.4715.

easy to give

Like many nonprofits and
small businesses right
now, WCI needs your
support more than ever.
Use our easy and secure
Donate page to give a
one-time gift or on a
monthly or annual basis.

April 8: Middle Eastern Menu
All the tastes of the Mid-East and vegetarian to boot.
April 15: 3 Sauces Every Pro Knows
Sauces are an easy way to elevate your meals.
April 22: Kids in the Kitchen
Grab your kids and head into the kitchen for a fun
family evening! Special price: $20/screen
April 29: Spring Cocktails and Appetizers
Turn those fresh spring fruits and veggies into tasty
adult beverages and appetizers!
May 6: Gone Fishin’
Cooking fish can be tricky, but Katie will walk you
through every step. register for classes her
details & registration

your help is needed!

COVID response

All indoor public events
are canceled until July 1.
Call or email staff (here is
our staff directory).

2020 donors
Thanks to each and every
one of you for meeting
the challenges of 2020.
You were with us every
step of the way with your
encouragement,
understanding and
financial support. 2020
donor list.

Planning for the 2021 Prairie Art Exhibit is underway!
You can help in 2 ways:
1) Got your thinking cap on? We need a theme!
Themes need to relate to prairies and be broad
enough that all ages and skill levels can successfully
create a board. “Wildflowers” was our first theme in
2019 and “Pollinators” in 2020.
2) Got some time on your hands? All the boards need
to be primed before artists create their work, and
then sealed before they are mounted in the prairie.
We’ll provide all the supplies for either step; you just
provide the labor. The boards will be ready to prime
in early spring and sealed before the exhibit is
installed in June.
Contact Deb with your theme idea or if you can prime
or seal. We're grateful for support for this exhibit
from the Knock Family Charitable Fund.
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